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Our Mission 

 
Mattie Rhodes Center bridges cultures and communities through 
arts, mental health and social services.  We empower individuals 
and families through culturally competent, bilingual services in a 

respectful and compassionate environment. 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Vision 
 

We envision a community where individuals and families reach 
their full potential in a healthy, safe and creative environment.  We 

are a Midwest leader on Latino issues and cultural competency. 



Greetings From the Executive Director 
 

This year, the Mattie Rhodes Center enters its 114th year of serving the Kansas 
City area.  Our organization remains strong thanks to a durable foundation of 
dedicated volunteers and employees as well as the incredible generosity of our 
supporters.  While we are one of the area’s oldest and most established nonprofit 
organizations, we recognize the need to adapt to the new challenges of today.  We 
must look inward to examine our strengths and weaknesses in order to improve the 
realization of our mission. 
 
With unprecedented growth of the Hispanic population, the needs of the 

communities that we serve are increasing rapidly.  This demographic reality, along with a weakening economy 
and public resources that are stretched around the globe, has given rise to a challenging financial climate.  
However, the Mattie Rhodes Center remains undaunted in its commitment to excellence in all areas of service.  In 
2007 we entered a period of self-reflection and have identified several areas where improvements are needed if we 
are to ensure that our mission is supported by our staff and our programs and that we are fully accountable to our 
donors.   
 
Following the recommendation of the Executive Service Corps, we have worked to improve our service delivery 
by strengthening our internal systems.  Specifically, we have enhanced our Human Resources Department, and 
initiated a client database for tracking progress and outcomes.  We have reconfigured our Development 
Department with an eye for pursuing diverse sources of funding through individual and corporate donors to ensure 
financial sustainability.  We have also created and filled a financial controller position, which will manage funds 
and provide leadership in increasing organizational efficiency.   
 
Throughout this period of self analysis, we have continued to respond to the needs of our clients.  In the Northeast 
neighborhood, an area characterized by intense need and few resources, we are expanding and refining 
programming initiatives in response to the concerns of the community.  We are proud to have increased our 
presence in the art community with the acquisition of the Hand in Hand folk art collection, and are working to 
maximize the impact of this valuable asset in our art programming. 
 
2007 marked a time of analysis with a view toward future stability.  We will continue to keep our spirit of service 
and compassion at the forefront of all that we do, and as an organization we will remain strong so that we can 
strengthen the communities that we serve.  We will continue to emphasize financial sustainability and in the next 
year, we will embark on a Caretaking Campaign, which will raise funds desperately needed for properly 
maintaining our aging facilities (i.e. replacing roof, installing new heating and cooling systems and increasing 
accessibility).  We are also building on the success of our programs in the Northeast area by using them as a model 
for other communities with similar needs.  In future years we envision our Latino Cultural Arts division expanding 
to include a Kansas City cultural art museum that would house the Hand in Hand Folk Art collection. 
 
As the Mattie Rhodes Center progresses, our mission remains unchanged.  In 2007, our programs and services 
reflected the same commitment to strengthening individuals and families that we have always had.  The following 
pages spotlight just a few of the additions from this year and demonstrate our unwavering dedication to our 
mission and our community. 

 

 
 
John Fierro 
Executive Director 



Touching Lives 
Mattie Rhodes Center continues to provide personalized attention that is bilingual and 
culturally appropriate to residents of Jackson County.  Our services provide cultural bridges 
that help strengthen families in our community: 
• Individual, marital and family counseling for children and adults provided by trained 

mental health professionals. 
• Social services provided by case managers who assist clients in finding employment, 

housing, childcare, and educational opportunities.  Crisis intervention and other support 
services are also available. 

• Nuevo Amanecer (“New Dawn”) provides substance abuse treatment, outreach, and 
education to youth, adults, and families who are struggling with alcohol and other drug 
addictions. 

• Visión con Esperanza 360˚ (“Visions with Hope 360˚”) helps Latino children with 
developmental disabilities and their families through support group meetings and social 
services. 

• Nuevo Día (“New Day”) provides therapy, case management and advocacy to Spanish-
speaking women and children who are survivors of domestic violence. 

• EXPLORE is a bilingual after-school program that incorporates tutoring, the arts, 
recreation and health promotion for middle and high school students. 

• Family Education and Support Groups provide support and information on positive 
parenting, healthy lifestyles, cultural adaptation, and healthy relationships. 

• Mattie Rhodes Art Center offers visual arts and craft classes for children and adults. 
• Mattie Rhodes Art Gallery features cultural exhibits and the work of local, national and 

international Latino and other artists. 
 
 

Mattie Rhodes Center Locations 
 
 

MISSOURI      KANSAS 
 
Counseling & Administrative Offices  Kansas Satellite (inside El Centro) 
1740 Jefferson Street     1333 S. 27th Street    
Kansas City, MO 64108    Kansas City, KS 66106 

 
 

Mattie Rhodes Art Center & Gallery 
915 & 919 W. 17th Street  
Kansas City, MO 64108     
 
  
Northeast Satellite 
148 N. Topping Ave. 
Kansas City, MO 64123



Youth Making a Difference 
 

“It is neat to know that I helped create something that every time somebody comes up here they 
are going to say, ‘Wow, this is really pretty!’” says 14-year old Katie Konzak, describing her role 
in creating a three-panel mural through Mattie Rhodes Center’s EXPLORE youth development 
program. 
 
EXPLORE (Expanding Life Skills & Opportunities in a Recreational Environment) provides 
opportunities for youth to develop life skills such as teamwork, communication, leadership and self 
confidence through the arts, recreation and academic support.  The program also fosters multi-
generational relationships between youth and older adults. 
 
In 2007, the Jackson County Safe Family Coalition funded a mural 
project in which participating youth collaborated with others in the 
community to represent their visions of a safe and loving 
environment.  93-year-old Marcelino from the Posada Del Sol 
senior center provided the themes for one of the mural panels.  
“You have to be able to forgive and you have to be able to love,” 
he said. “These are the two things.”  
 
11-year-old project participant Christina Lopez helped depict a 
safe family city that is characterized by Marcelino’s forgiveness 
and love.  Reflecting on her experience creating the mural she 
echoed the views of many: “I learned how safe families can get 
along and how peaceful it is here, how safe and calm this is.” 
 
The youth and families of the Northeast are at risk and in need of services.  The area suffers from a 
rate of unemployment 10% higher than in the rest of Kansas City.  Area youth have high rates of 
gang involvement and school abandonment, with 25% of the population failing to earn a high 
school diploma or GED.  Mattie Rhodes Center has emerged as an area leader in advocacy efforts 
and is committed to serving the community by continuing to plan activities designed to prevent 
family violence by engaging youth and coordinating with Vida en Balance (Life in Balance), a 
Latino parenting education class, and Visions with Hope 360˚, support for families of children with 
special needs.  
 

Hispanic youth use creativity to 
take a stand against violence. 

Detail of EXPLORE mural 



Hand-in-Hand  
Folk Art Collection 

In 2007, Mattie Rhodes Center was honored to receive the gift of 
the Hand-in-Hand Folk Art Collection from the Greater Kansas City 
Community Foundation.  The collection was established by Alice 
Ann Biggerstaff and includes over 900 pieces of original folk art.  
The collection features sculpture, ceramics, toys, dolls, masks and 
textiles primarily created by Latin American and Pueblo Indian 
artists of the Southwest.  Portions of the collection are on continuous 
display at the Mattie Rhodes Art Gallery. 

 
The Art Center and Gallery staff are excited about the new 
acquisition and the opportunity to incorporate it into educational 
material.  Consuelo Cruz, Director of the Latino Cultural Arts 
Division at Mattie Rhodes Center, says, “We continue to 
enthusiastically go forward with the cataloging of the Hand-in-Hand 
Folk Art Collection and the implementation of educational 
programming.  We are confident that our passionate stewardship of 
this fabulous acquisition will prove invaluable to the community.” 

 
Looking ahead, the Latino Cultural Arts Division plans to expand the 
use of the Hand-in-Hand Folk Art Collection in schools by creating 
interdisciplinary curricula to be used by area teachers.  Workshops 
targeting adults will also continue to be offered using a variety of 
pieces as inspiration for exposing participants to aspects of Latino 
culture.     

 
Pieces from the Hand-in-Hand collection are used in educational activities 
for children and adults.  The diversity of origins of the pieces reflects the 

multicultural influences that have shaped Latino culture. 

Volunteers Making a 
Difference 

 
When Mattie Florence 

Rhodes died in 1890, her 
friends joined together to 

continue the good work that 
Mattie had begun in order to 

serve the needy in her 
community. Today, Mattie 

Rhodes Center continues to 
depend on a network of 

community support to carry 
out its mission. In addition 

to a dedicated staff of 
trained professionals, Mattie 
Rhodes Center relies on the 

work of volunteers to 
support programs and 

special events. Long time 
Mattie Rhodes Center 

volunteer Terry Guignon 
describes her involvement 
with community service:  
“Volunteering at Mattie 

Rhodes Center has made my 
life richer and better 

knowing I can help others in 
my community in big and 
small ways through the 

donation of time and effort.  
MRC offers a supportive 

environment to act 
independently, take 

initiative, or work as a team 
to change your life and the 

lives of others.” 
 

To learn more about 
donating your time or 
services contact Maria 

Tapia-Belsito at  
816-471-2536 or 

mbelsito@mattierhodes.org.  



Arts and Healing Garden 
 

Blossoming from a seed that was planted in 2005, the Mattie Rhodes Center Garden took shape 
for the first time in 2007.  With the services provided by Wendy Van Duyne, a former landscape 
architecture intern with Gould Evans and current Associate with Bartlett & West, unused space 
between the Art Center and the Art Gallery was transformed into a peaceful sanctuary and 
outdoor classroom.  During multiple summer work days, members of the community volunteered 
their time to implement the design for the area, creating a peaceful and intimate retreat.  
 
This space beautifully reflects Mattie Rhodes 
Center’s commitment to a holistic philosophy of 
service delivery, integrating the arts with 
clinical services.  Staff envision the garden as a 
non-threatening place for counselors and 
therapists to meet with clients.  Additionally, 
the Healing Garden will be used as a gathering 
place for the community to celebrate multi-
cultural events, and for students at the Art 
Center to learn about nature and gardening 
through hands-on activities.  Elements of the 
garden have already been incorporated into 
educational programming and outreach.  A 
stage and seating area provide ample 
opportunity for small productions to showcase 
the performing and visual arts.   

 

 

 
2007 Mattie Rhodes Center Board of Directors 

 
President: Marco Roldan   Susannah Evans 
Vice-President: Dennis Rilinger   Trina LeRiche 
Vice-President: Richard Ibarra  Marco Listrom 
Secretary: Alex Wendel   Rocky Longworth 
Treasurer: Ken Axetell    Melissa Melgoza 
President Elect: Cathy Hiersteiner Bob Paredes 
Arlene Alvarez Quick    Susan Porter 
Pat Bartholome         Carl Reincke 
Jose Benedetto    Robert Rodarte 
 

 



2007 Financial Snapshot 
 
 

Support and Revenues $ Amount % 
Contributions 619,671 35% 
Government Fees and Grants 547,100 31% 
United Way Support and Federated Campaign 214,766 12% 
Third Party Contracts 292,942 17% 
Program Service Fees 56,533 3% 
Investment Income 22,331 1% 
Interest and Other Income 9,932 1% 

TOTAL REVENUE $1,763,275 100% 
 
 

Expenses $ Amount % 
Management and General 181,567 10% 
Fundraising 147,808 8% 
Nuevo Día (Domestic Violence Services) 98,202 6% 
Latino Cultural Arts 308,319 18% 
Visions with Hope 360° (Developmental Disability 
Services) 

162,414 9% 

Nuevo Amanecer (Substance Abuse Treatment) 112,990 6% 
Family Preservation and Strengthening (Mental 
Health Services) 

540,458 31% 

Family Education and Support Services (formerly 
Promotoras) 

64,869 4% 

EXPLORE Expanding Life-Skills and Opportunities 
in a Recreational Environment (Youth 
Development Services) 

136,446 8% 

TOTAL EXPENSES $1,753,073 100% 
 

Profit/Loss* $10,202  
   
* Any gains achieved are reinvested into the agency for IT, personnel, facility repairs 
   and new initiatives. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



2007 Financial Support 
 
We thank our generous supporters for their contributions that have enabled us to 
strengthen Kansas City families and communities.  Each of the individuals and 
organizations listed below represents an important part of our commitment to responding 
to the needs of our community. 
 
 
Individual Donors 
Arlene Alvarez Quick 
Mr. and Mrs. R.E. Atha, Jr. 
Ken Axetell 
Teresa Badgelow 
Pat Bartholome 
Virginia Bellis 
Marcia and Eliot Berkley 
Irene Bettinger 
Rita and Irwin Blitt 
Ron Bodinson 
Mr. and Mrs. Marion A. Boggs, Jr. 
Sharon Busby 
Rebecca Clark 
Donna Columbo 
John and Patricia Dagenais 
Mary Dempsey 
Esther Estevez 
Mark Dehner and Susannah Evans 
Javier Gonzales 
Jane Ann Gorsky 
James and Terry Guignon 
Gerald and Sandra Handley 
Bob and Jo Hayes 
Brian and Nataliya Hedrick 
Jean Hiersteiner 
Jeff Highfill 
John and Karlyn Horton 
Jan S. Janak 
Kathy Willis and Jill Kingsbury 
Elizabeth Kirsch 
Susan Kurtenbach 
David Caylor and Elizabeth Lindquist 
Louis Lang 
Leon Langlitz 
Mark and Pat Lester 
Kara Lineweber 
Marco Listrom 
Alan Lubert 
Loretta Macek and Rick Malsick 
Cynthia Robinson and David McMurray 
Richard Morado 
Deb Morales  
William and Christine Mullins 

C. Murbach 
Richard T. O’Kell 
Emile Petrone 
Susan and Charles Porter 
Terry L. Pritchett 
Carl and Kristy Reincke 
John Joe M. Reyes 
Dennis and Palle Rilinger 
Christina M. Robles 
Robert Rodarte 
Marco Roldan 
Keith Rosen 
Dennis Santoyo 
Diane Santoyo 
Rick and Linda Seagraves 
Betty Kalikow and Barbara Schwartz 
Naomi Segovia 
Margaret E. Shouse 
John L. Solomon 
Rodger R. Stelter 
Jesus J. Torres-Sosa 
Kathryn Veal 
Katie Wendel 
Jack & Clo A. Whitaker 
Kathy Willis 
Christine Yanitelli 
Peter P. and Michael J. Zimmermann 
 
United Way Individual Donors 
Linda Acker 
Irene M. Aguilera 
Mary E. Axetell 
Randall E. Balliett 
Erin E. Beier 
Maria Elena Benavides 
Thea L. Britton 
Ingred Y. Burnett 
Jesse R. Bustamante 
Carmen Helen Carter 
Loretta D. Castilleja 
Luis M. Cordova 
Amy Couture 
Consuelo Cruz 
Sonia G. Cruz 



Jacqueline C. Davis 
Richard Lewis DeHart 
Tracy L. Ellis-Maxwell 
Ida Pearl Fain 
Joseph H. Faus 
John Fierro 
Kirill Finkelshteyn 
Stephen L. Froelich 
Jessica B. Garcia 
John F. Garcia 
Melinda Garcia 
Iberty M. Gedeon 
Gilberto Gonzalez 
Cecilia J. Green 
Maryann Hammond 
Kathy S. Headrick 
Mary Catherine Heiman 
Victor Hernandez-Pecina 
Catherine and Joseph Hiersteiner 
Diane K. Hirsch 
Lisa N. Honn 
Lori L. Judd 
Sharon K. Kinsbugy 
William B. Kircher 
Pamela A. Kliethermes 
Jennifer G. Lepentis 
Lelain Lorenzen 
Stephen J. Lozano 
Lydia M. Madruga 
Gerardo R. Martinez 
Juan J. Martinez 
Michael L. Mattingly 
Mark L. McHenry 
Marcella R. McMurray 
Sonia M. Medellin 
Rita L. Mendez 
Margaret H. Muñoz 
Colleen V. Murbach 
Rosario Murillo-Vivas 
Jeannette T. Nichols 
Donna M. North 
Mary L. O’Connor 
Gregory O’Neil 
Robert D. Paredes II 
Robert H. Parra 
Pedro E. Paz 
Andrea M. Perdomo-Morales 
Amy Pering 
Arlene J. Quick 
Carl D. Reincke 
James H. Reinert 
Michael A. Rivera 
Leo Rodriguez, Jr. 
Richard P. Ruperto 
Richard Salazar 
Jessica Marie Salazar Collins 

Gail Ann Schultis 
Andre M. Smith 
Michael D. Smith 
Daniel E. Synder 
Mark W. Swanson 
Jennifer D. Theen 
Nia N. Thomas 
Kymber B. Umana 
Lucy A. Vasquez 
Nancy Vasquez 
Katrina R. Vincent 
Bruce M. Webster 
Alexander P. Wendel 
Clyde F. Wendel 
Cole D. Wheeler 
Lisa W. Wheeler 
Marco Zarate 
 
 
In-Kind Donors 
3 Axis Inc. 
Imilio Aguilera 
Art Expo 
Julie Carlberg 
Esther Estevez 
Loretta Fierro 
Michael Fierro 
Fiorella’s Jack Stack BBQ 
Francis Gordon 
Terry Guignon 
Kyle and Stacy Henn 
Mary Hill 
House of Rocks 
Roxanne Lacapra 
JP Wine Bar 
Julie MacNaughton 
Christopher Leitch 
Lill’s on 17th 

Los Alamos Market 
Metro Title Services 
Lola Muller 
Panache Chocolatier 
Mary Angella Parra Reyes 
Daniel and Wendy Reyes 
Monica Robles 
Tina Robles 
Sharon Rodriguez-Burns 
Rudy’s Tenampa Taqueria 
Sylvia’s Deli 
Gary Touvar 
Victor Stanley, Inc. 
State of the Art 
Wendy and Mike VanDuyne 
 
 
 



Foundations 
Aduh Hudson-Jaccard Charitable Trust Fund 
ArtsKC Fund 
Avon Foundation 
Thornton Cooke Fund 
Citigroup Foundation 
Curry Family Foundation 
Deluxe Corporation Foundation 
Stanley H. Durwood Foundation 
Economic Opportunity Foundation 
Francis Family Foundation 
Gamma Phi Beta Foundation 
Greater Kansas City Community Foundation 
Hall Family Foundation 
Laurie J. Hamilton Fund 
Health Care Foundation of Greater Kansas City 
Hispanic Development Fund 
H&R Block Foundation 
JCPenney Afterschool Fund 
Jewish Heritage Foundation 
Ewing Kauffman Foundation 
Kauffman Fund 
William T. Kemper Foundation 
Oppenstein Brothers Foundation 
R.A. Long Foundation 
REACH Healthcare Foundation 
Charles & Elizabeth Schellhorn Private 
Foundation 
Vivian and Hymie J. Sosland Charitable Trust 
Sprint Foundation 
Ten Ten Foundation 
Tension Envelope Foundation 
Women with One Voice 
 
 
Corporations 
ARTichokes 
Bank of America 
Butler Manufacturing Company 
Dean Realty Co. 
DST Systems, Inc. 
Hollis and Miller Architects 
Industrial Development Authority of Kansas City, 
Missouri 
Riojas Enterprises and Able Employment 
Saint Luke’s Health System 
Slough Connealy Irwin & Madden, LLC 
Target 
Ten Thousand Villages 
Valdés & Moreno, Inc. 
 
 
 
 
 

Government 
City of Kansas City, Missouri Neighborhood 
Tourist Development Fund 
Developmental Disability Services of Jackson 
County – EITAS  
Jackson County COMBAT Commission 
Jackson County Community Mental Health Fund 
Jackson County Safe Family Coalition 
Kansas City, Missouri School District 
Missouri Arts Council 
Missouri Children’s Trust Fund 
Missouri Department of Mental Health 
State of Missouri 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 
 
 
United Way 
Heartland Combined Federal Campaign 
United Way of Greater Kansas City 
United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania 
United Way of Wyandotte County 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
American Institute of Architects 
Down Syndrome Guild of Greater Kansas City 
Greater Kansas City Council on Philanthropy 
Visitation Social Concerns Ministry 
 
 
Third Party Contracts 
Truman Medical Center Behavioral Health 
University of Missouri–Kansas City 
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